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Morgan.  The Danchuk facility is definitely 
not an upholstery type shop so we were 
working in conditions most of you at home 
guys would be.  The car has been completely 
stripped so we had to replace everything 
from the tack strip to the bows along with 
the headliner itself.  If the vehicle you are 
working on still has a headliner in it then 
your job will be a bit easier.  So lean back on 
your toolbox and read on and hopefully this 
story will help you get the results you want.

1.) The photo on the cover is everything 
needed to install a headliner into a ’56 Bel Air 
that has been stripped down to bare bones.  
The headliner has the proper perforation 
and color for the car, as do the visors.  The 
long pieces of metal at the bottom are the 
bows and as you can see they are all dif-
ferent sizes.  Not to worry they are marked 
so it’s pretty simple to find out where each 
one goes.  Lastly are the black rolls of tack 
strip that fit into specific sized slots around 
the perimeter of the roof panel and give a 
place to affix the headliner material. 

2.) The first step in the process will be to dry 
fit all the bows.  Since they are numbered 
we knew where to put them, but there still is 
something to note.  The mounting points for 
the bows have two mounting holes/positions.  
Since we don’t have any stock bows from the 
car we had to determine which hole, top or 
bottom would be the correct one.  

3.) We recommend going with the top hole 
first to get the most headroom possible.  What 
you want to look for is the following.  Does 

the bow engage the notch at the top of the 
mounting tab, which keeps it from flopping 
front to back, and does it still look straight?  
If the bow looks distorted instead of having 
its natural shape you will have to drop down 
to the lower hole.  

4.) There are two special bows in the ’56 
headliner set, the middle and the front.  The 
middle one is much thinner and is held in 
place by a bunch of sharp little tangs that 
are punched into the center support brace 
in the middle of the roof.  

5.) The front one has these little brass grom-
mets that go along with it.  The grommets 
are a must as they keep the end of the bow 
from going too deep into the mounting point.  
The grommets are included in the bow kit.  

6.) With the bows squared away we now 
needed to install the tack strip.  The kit from 
Danchuk comes like this, all separately 
rolled and marked by length.  We will be 
using the 4 rolled up sections for this job.  
The two short sets are used for the pinch 

welt that runs along the front edge of the 
rear interior panel.  Just for clarification the 
63’s go along the sides, the 60 goes along 
the rear window and the 50 is for the front.  

7.) The two 63-inch pieces run above the side 
window opening.  They fit into a channel and 
are held in place by these tabs.  

8.) The front and rear window pieces were 
held on at the factory with heavy metal 
staples. Well, we don’t have that tool so 
we will be using pop rivets instead.  Before 
we can install the new tack strip all the old 
staples need to be removed.  

9.) Mike drills 1/8-inch holes about 3 inches 
apart.  

10.) And then locks the tack strip down with 
large headed pop rivets as pictured on top 
of next page. 
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11.) Now that the car is ready to accept the 
new headliner the bows were taken from the 
car one by one and slipped into the listing of 
the headliner.  The headliner we are using 
wasn’t marked front to rear so we had to kind 
of figure that out on our own.  What we found 
was the front edge has the shorter section 
of material as opposed to the rear that had 
a much longer piece.  Basically the front 
bow is much closer to the windshield than 
the rear bow is to the back glass.  

12.) With all the bows carefully slipped in 
place the headliner was taken to the car. 
The center bow as mentioned earlier is held 
in by little metal tangs.  The tangs pierce 
the listing and are then bent up holding it 
in place.  Make sure to get the tang to pop 
through the very top of the listing as close to 
the bow as possible like you see here.  Since 
the tangs prevent the headliner from being 
stretched side-to-side you will need to do it 
as you go.  Punch the center ones through 
the listing then stretch the headliner to the 
side before sticking the next one through.    

13.) Now you can install all the other bows.  
The listings will be a little longer than the 
bows so for now just bunch up the headliner 
to get the bows in.

14.) With all the bows in we use a few little 
clamps to hold the front and back edges up. 
What we have at this point is a very wrinkled 
headliner at the edges but the center should 
already start to look smooth.  

15.) Now we need to carefully cut the listings 
back so the material can be pulled down. 
Get in there with your scissors and trim the 
listing just enough to let you stretch out the 
wrinkles.  The bend in the bows is what 
creates the smooth arch on the sides of 
the headliner and the listing is what holds 
the headliner to the bow so trim a little at 
a time until its smooth.  Trim too much and 
you will loose that nice arch and end up with 
a sharp angle.  

16.) Once you have all the listings trimmed 
make a cut on each side of the sewn line.  
We will come back to this in a second.  

17.) Now that the sides are somewhat smooth 
its time to apply a little heat with a heat gun 
or hair dryer to soften the material so you 
can put a good stretch on the headliner 
front to back.  Use just a few staples to hold 
the material for now since you may have to 
come back and pull this more, but the idea 
is to get the center of the headliner nice and 
smooth from front to rear.  

18.) Now we can finish off the sides.  You 
want to pull on the seams like this till the 
sides look nice and smooth.  If the sides 
are pulled just right, there will be no need 
to pull in between the seams.  If you pull 
down on the center areas it will create a 
drooping between each seam.  We like it 
smooth, but some like the slight drooping 
effect that pulling the center down provides, 
as long as there are no wrinkles either way 
will look good.  

19.) Pop two staples right on the seam to 
hold the stretch and continue the process 
on the other bows.  
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20.) With all the bows now smoothed out 
turn to the front and rear window areas.  If 
you stretched the headliner front to back 
enough then all you need to do is work out 
from the center towards the sides.  If you have 
wrinkles that just won’t work out you may 
need to pull the front to back a little more.  

21.) When you get to the corners you will 
want to pull the material back and down as 
you pop staples in the tack strip.  

22.) That should complete the pulling and 
stapling portion of the job.  Now its time install 
a few other parts. With a clean finger start 

pushing in on the material around where the 
dome light is.  You will eventually locate the 
center hole and then see the three tangs 
that hold the dome light assembly in place.  

23.) Now carefully cut an X in the headliner 
so you can fish out the wires.  Also cut small 
holes so the tangs can protrude.  

24.) Then plug in the light and slip it up into 
place.  Use a set of pliers to put a slight twist 
on the tang locking the dome light in place.  

25.) You can use the same poke, cut, and 
install procedure for the sun visors as well. 
 
That’s all there is to it!

If everything was done accordingly the 
headliner should look like this.  There are 
still a few minor little wrinkles mainly from the 
headliner being folded up in a box.  Those 
will relax over time.  We hope this story gave 
you enough information to at least decide if 
this is a job for you.  All we can say is make 
sure to use quality products like the ones 
from Danchuk, make any cuts a little at a 
time, and use the staples sparingly till the 
headliner is smooth, then come back and 
put in as many as you like.

ordering interior 
headliners*

Get 10% off any Interior Headliner 
order. If you don’t have our catalog, 
call and we will ship one out to you 
to choose your color and application 
from the Interior section of our print-
ed catalog. Or go to our website, 
www.danchuk.com, and click the 
“Interior Trim and Upholstery” listing 
in the menu on the left. 

Interior Headliners are special or-
der items that require 2-3 weeks for 
delivery. Headliners are shipped to 
you directly from our vendor, and 
may be subject to a restocking fee 
if returned.  Returns accepted only if 
returned exactly as shipped. Please 
confirm application with Danchuk 
before placing order to avoid order-
ing incorrect item. 10% discount 
will be taken when placing order by 
phone. If placing an order on the 
website, the 10% discount will not 
be reflected at checkout, but will be 
invoiced with the correct price when 
we place your special order with the 
vendor. 10% discount valid on Inte-
rior Headliner order until July 20th.
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